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Shedding light on

By DENIS
KILCOMMONS

WO Urnsdenniied Flying
l Obiects followed the
route of the Mo2 over

the Pennines.

It happened on February 2 thas
vear and the nadent has peen
nvestigated by UFO Magazine
Anintemational pubhication dased
it Otley

Dozens ot people reported
sightings of two unusuai and very
baght lignts owver Manchester
Bradford and Leeds

Ken Fields. who bves on the
edge ot an air route to Leeds-Brad-
ford Awrport and 1s tamibar with
passing aircraft. saw them maving
very slowly overhead at 5.30pm

He fimed them with hus cam-
corder and said they were not
standard arcratt lights but were
strmular to arcratt strobes

George Hickenson. a 41-year-
old secumity guard. tumed a secur-
ity camera on them for 10 minutes
as they flew over Leeds at 5 35pm

Colleague Ken Hague, 52, saud.
“There was not a sound as they
started to move off. Thev chimbed
into the mght sky and just shot
away.”

A former RAF pilot. john Sum-
mervilie, watched the Lghts as
they passea over Cleckneaton as
he and his wite took their dogs tor
a walk at about 5.35pm.

“As they approached, at a
steady constant speed. they
passea overhead at a 45 degree
angle. The lghts moved n a
straight line, over our village. over
the valley and out of sight.”

Their altitude, he estimated, was
about 700 or 1,000 ft,

Simon Nicholls vas waiting for
a bus in Leeds when he saw them.

“Every rught at around 5.30 or
5.40pm. either a 737 or 757 airliner

flies into Leeds-Bradford, This par-

How today's issue of UFO Magazine is billing its feature on
unidentified lights seen by hundreds in West Yorkshire

ticular might it was ot by about 10
cegrees.

About one munute later. he said.
the two objects appeared.

Thev Hew straight over my
nead. Both had one pavigation
lht at the back. which was white,
and two very brnght spothghts

| don't believe thev were extra-
terrestnial. due to the navigation
Light on the back tvpical of an air-
cratt or man-made craft.”

There were simular sightings i
*anchester and Bradford and a
team trom UFO Magazine investi-
wated and met officials at Leeds-
Bradford Aiport

Andy Rackham. airport services
manager. said therr radar tapes
showed no unusual or umidentihed
trarnc in the area

He said, "We looked at all air
traffic movements, surrounding
flights, transit thghts etc. Nothing
could account tor the lights seen
over Leeds at that ime. There was
nothing to indicate anything
unusual was there’

But, Rackham added. 'There is
nothing supportive to say there
was anything out of the ordinary.”

Mark lan Birdsall of UFO
Magazine said. “The lights were
seen in Manchester around Spm. [t
tock all of 40 mmutes for them to
appear over the cenire of Leeds, a
distance of no more than 40 miles.

Thus they had to be travelling
at an approximate speed of &0
mph.”
He added. they appeared to
rave followed the general
direction of the Me2, which might
provide a clue as at their identity.

“It has been suggested that the
lights were carried by two micro-
light aircratt.

“While not impossible. if true,
their pilots were playing a very
dangerous game using majoer ar-
comdors between and above three
heavily populated cities.”

The UFO Magazine s never
afraid to be rational in its invest-
gations, but it also reports bizarre.
intriguing and unusual events.

There are reports and photo-
graphs from around the world in
the latest 1ssue for May/|une lin
the shops today price £2.25|

The most fasanating is the first
hand ewidence of an inodent
involving the 1,300 men of a US
Army infantry battabon at Fort
Benning in Georgia in 1977

Was this alien abduction . .. or
the illegal testing of a secret wea-
pon designed to create mass diso-
nentation?

Whatever the answer. this is a
avetting and believable account of
a frightening and unexplained
event that the US military are,
apparently, attempting to keep
secret,
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The witnesses speculated that

it could not have been an elec

=
=
=

ti

@]

n

Mr Lalek on 01244

one with information can

cal arcing due to the masts or
Any
contact
537068.

ball lightning and went home
from where they continued to

Police in Llangollen say they
received no reports of the inci-

see white flashes in the field g3
ere unavailable for comment.

until 10.14pm.
ent. The Ministry of Defence
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Pilot’s

close

encounter
with UFO

BY SIMON BIRD

A BRITISH charter jet has had a
close encounter with a UFO said
to be “the size of a battleship”.

The shocked pilot and crew of a
Debonair BAel46 plane reported being
buzzed by “a long, cylindrical object”
as they flew over the North Sea.

Three other pilots have also indepen-
denty logged seeing the bright object
58 miles off the coast of Denmark.

Last mnight the Civil Aviation
Authority admitted it had received a
report of the sighting. It says the crew
[irst became aware of the object after
the plane's underside was immersed in
“an incandescent light”.

A CAA spokeswoman said: “The
captain reported seeing an unnatural
bright light below his aircraft while
{lving at 28.000ft. The area below him
was liluminated for about 10 seconds
by incandescent light and it was cer-
tainly not a light from another plane.

“Three other aircraft saw it moving
at a high speed or static. However, air
traffic control were informed and con-
firmed there were no other planes in
the vicinity, Then, five minutes later.
there was a brief radar return from a
spot 75 miles away. We believe there

was no danger involved.”

The Luton-based 96-seater plane was
{lving executives from Linkoping.
Sweden. to Humberside airport. A
spokesman for Debonair, which runs
cut-price tlights throughout Europe,
sald chief executive Franco
“ancassoia had been informed that a
“areat red light in the sky” had been

Battleship-sized
craft ‘buzzed jet’

spotted near a company plane. At one
stage, the report says, the UFO came to
an abrupt halt before accelerating past
the jet at thousands of miles an hour. A
CAA source says the object was
tracked by a military radar station in
Yorkshire after it entered UK air space.

A spokesman for the 6.000 member
British Pilots Association said: “We get
reports of this narure from our mem-
hers but they are few and far between.
In the past 10 years or so [ would say
there have been around six cases of
UFO’s being sighted.

“Many pilots are reluctant to make
such claims because it tends to lay
them open to ridicule. So when they do
go as far as making a report we do
expect it to be given credence.”

A Ministry of Defence spokesman
insisted there were no military aircraft
in the area adding: “We saw nothing.”
®A councillor in the Stirlingshire vil-
lage of Bonnybridge has recorded a CD
about the thousands of UFO sightings
witnessed there in the past decade.

Billy Buchanan plans to send his
songs to Roswell in America, scene of
the world's most famous UFO incident
in 1947,

His accompanying message says: 1
believe our two areas have an affinity
and I give you greetings from my area
to your area. My quest for the truth
goes on.”

A -
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BY MICHAEL HANLON

N A LABORATORY high in
the rainforest of Puerto Rico
is a refrigerator — empty,
save for a bottle of cham.
pagne which has been there
for more than two decades,
The only event that will see it
uncorked will be earth-shattering.
[t will be the day humankind
learns that we are not alone.

A rather embarrassed Nasa
coughed up the funds for SETI —
the project to Search for Extra
Terrestrial Intelligence — leaving
a dedicated band of scientists to
2o it alone in their quest to detect
a radio signal produced by aliens.
But SETI has had a string of
recent discoveries which, says its
chief scientist, Jill Tarfer indi.
cate the champagne may well be
opened rather sooner than anyone
had expected.

Jill is the real-life model for
Ellie Arroway, the alien-chasing
boffin plaved by Jodie Foster in
(Contact. a recent movie based on
the late Carl Sagan's novel: the
two were good friends. At a con-
ference in Washington last week
on the origins of the universe, she
spoke exclusively to The Express.

Jill. 55. is as glamorous as her
Hollvwood counterpart — tall
t"Jodie. who I got to know really
well, comes up to my shoulder”)
blende and very elegant. She got
into the “bug-eved monster” busi-
ness by accident.

"l was approached back in the
Seventies — [ was the only person
who knew how to program the old
computers they were using,” she
says. "I got hooked on the idea that
astronomers and engineers could
il experiments that would answer
questions that, up to then, had oniy
been tackled by philosophers,”

She adds: "My eight-vear-old
taughter. asked in school what
her mother did. said: ‘Look for lit-
lie green men!.” But SETI is not
‘ibout searching for alien visitors

r UFOs. Two huge radio tele-
-topes, at Arecibo in Puerto Rico,
iid Jodreil Bank. in Cheshire,
-can the skies searching for a
“narrow band” radio signal.

So far. SETI has searched about
{0 nearbv stars for intelligent
~ignals. It works on the assump-

= that aliens would put a mes-

" in “rode” understandable by

Scientist Jill Tarter is certain

that her team will soon be

making Contact with aliens

any intelligent life-form — say a
“language” based on the atomic
spectrum of hydrogen — the most
common element in the universe,

We cannot guess what aliens
might want to say to us but it is
possible that we would feel com-
pelled to reply. But we may not
want to broadcast our presence to
possibly predatory species. Strict
international protocol is in place
to govern the nature and timing of
any reply.

Jill says that several dozen
interesting signals have so far
been discovered, though none
have been confirmed as alien sig-
nals. They could be radio blasts
from natural objects such as pul-
sars or black holes, or possibly
from satellites,

Many scientists outside SETI
have been sceptical but a string of
exciting discoveries show that the
chances of us being alone are very
small. Many researchers now
believe there is a good chance that
life evolved on Mars. Even if
Martians turn out to be bugs, the
fact is that a kind of life has
turned up on the first planet
where we went looking for it. As
Jill says: “Finding a second gene-

SKY'S THE LIMIT: Jill Tarter
thinks we will find alien life

sis in our solar system will great-
ly increase the chances of life
being ubiquitous in the universe.”

Indeed, last Thursday, it was
revealed that another entire solar
system had been found, 44 light
years away. Three planets orbit g
sun-like star called Upsilon
Andromedae.

Finding a solar system so close.
after so little searching, shows that
planets orbiting stars must be the
norm — and many astronomers
believe that planets around most
stars in the galaxy equals billions
of potential homes for life. Even if
only one per cent have living
beings and even if only one per
cent of those have intelligence. and
one per cent of those have
advanced technology, that is still
100.000 advanced civilisations in
the Milky Way alone.

ILL TARTER believes

that computers will final-

ly make SETI pay off.

“Our new svstem is five

times as good as the old

one. In six years we will
be able to search 100.000 stars.”
With similar technology. an alien
civilisation 10 light vears away
could detect our radio broadcasts
with ease. But these advances.
impressive as they are, used
current telescopes; what SETI
wants is its own dishes in the
California desert that could listen
in to a million stars a decade.

“Bill Gates said no to helping
us. for the time being,” says Jill,
although she is confident that
with the fast-improving technol-
ogy at her disposal (the current
search is a trillion times more
sensitive than when SETI began)
champagne corks may be popping
long before she retires.

“A signal would make us realise
that the ditference between us and
this other species was vast.
would hope that this knowledge
would trivialise the difference
between us humans.”

HE EXPRESS. MONDAY, APRIL 26, 1999



J% per cent
of males
believe

in aliens

BY MICHAEL HANLON
SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT

FOX MULDER’S suspicion
that the truth is out there is
shared by the public, it
seems.

More than half of us believe
that alien intelligence exists -
with more men than women
showing their gullibility over
little green visitors from far-off
galaxies.

And nearly everyone thinks
that if extra-terrestrials were
visiting us our Government
would do everything in irs
power to cover it up, according
10 & New survey.

Unsurprisingly, sci-fi fans,
particularly enthusiasts of the
TV series The X-Files, are most
likelv to assume a conspiracy
with 86 per cent expecting the
Government to lie.

“Even people who do not
believe in UFOs believe the
Government wouldn't tell the
truth if they knew there was
alien life,” said Paul Simpson,
editor of Focus magazine, which
polled more than 1,000 peopie.

Overall, more than 50 per cent
of the UK population believes
there is intelligent life on other
worlds. while 14 per

Pilot’s close
encounter

UFO was ‘size

of a battleship’

by John Kesby

THE pilot of a Luton-based
aircraft who claims to have
spotted a UFO “the size of a
battleship™ was last night said

to be on holiday.

The unidentified flving object.
said to be a long cylindrical object
with windows along the side, was
spotted by the startled crew of the
Luton-based airline Debonair as
thev tlew over the North Sea,

Firm officials would not name
the pilot. but admitted that he had
made a report of seemng the bright
uhject 58 miles off the coast of

Denmark.

A spokesman said: “He has made
a report, but he is on holiday at the
moment. The incident happened in

February,

“I cannot imagine why it has
taken until now to become public.”
The Ministry of Defence has
msisted that there were no military
aircraft in the region at the time,

there,

SAUCER
CUNCERN:
The poster
hanaing up
inTV's X-
Files office.
Debonair's
pilot's tale
sugaests the
truth rmight
well be out

Fhe 96-seater Debonair BAel46,

was flving executives

irom
b , ;
Linkopiag. Sweden. when the prior

made his astomishing close  ta
crcounter, ) =
Mhe Civil Aviation Authority has =
receivedareportofthe sighting. and .,
said the crew became aware of the 4
objecr after the plane’s underside 2
was immersed in “an meandescent
light.” -
Debonair’s  boss,  Franco ﬁ
Mancassola. whose airline operates =
cut-price thights throughout Europe. ==
has been told of the siehting. b
But the firm’s spokesman said: é 2
“He has got far more important = T A
things on his mind at the moment. o=
“He is opening up a new o &
= b B o

he comes from.”

e

cent don't know.
And while 58 per
cent of men believe
there is alien intelli-
gence, the figure for
women is just 43 per
cent. “This was a
finding we could not
explain. Men tend
to be slightly more
cynical. so this is a
bit conrradictory,”
said Mr Simpson.
There were also
marked differences
in belief in aliens.

destination for Debonair at the
moment to Perugia in Italy, where

by age, and geogra-
phically. The biggest
believers in alien intelligence
live in the South West, where
more than two-thirds think that
we are not alone, while
Londoners are the most scepti-
11, Pensioners were the least
likely to accept the idea of extra-
terrestrials. “A lot of scientists
are coming to the view that
alien life is out there,” said Mr
Simpson. “Our poll shows that

TUESDAY, JANU

belief in alien life is no longer
only the preserve of the lunatic
fringe.”

Britain’s own Fox Mulder
is Nick Pope, a Ministry of
Defence civil servant who inves-
tigated UFO sightings from 1991
to 1994. He says that in about “90
to 95 per cent of cases” he could
explain away the alleged UFO
sighting. But a small number of

ARY 12, 1999
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sightings “were really interest-
ing, as far as 1 was concerned
there was definitely an intelli-
zence at work™.

However, unlike agent Mulder.
Mr Pope never had anyvone try-
ing to suppress his findings. 1
never got anvone trying to shut
me up. Never once did anyone
have a gquiet word with me to
cover up a mysterious sighting.

~ever once did a witness say
that mysterious men in black
had turned up at their house
after a sighting. There’s a lot of
paranoia out there.

“Of course. 1 have been
accused of being part of the con-
spiracy myseif, but you just
can't win with these people.”

Most scientists accept that
alien life is almost a certainty,
but point out that sending
crewed spacecraft across inter-
stellar space is so difficult, time-
consuming and expensive that it
is much more likely that aliens
will choose to communicate
with us using radio signals.

Meanwhile. American com-
puter tvcoon Joe Firmage has
abandoned his £1.2billion busi-
ness to search for UFOs.

He believes that recent
advances in technology, from sil-
iron chips, fibre opties and
lasers can be traced back to
alien hardware recovered from a
spacecraft which allegedly
crashed near Roswell, New
Mexico. in 1047
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CIA tried pmms
to gag me

EVERAL of my good friends. ment”. Inside were two close-up sat-

many with contacts in the ellite maps of Mars and Venus. But

American intelligence ser- investigations of incidents like the

vices. warned me to keep a  Kalahari landing account for only

low profile. Although I knew some of my work. I have commun-

these warnings were gen- jcated with aliens in my work with
uine, they were remote and I did not abductees. On several occasions when
feel intimidated. But there was noth- [ have questioned abductees under
ing remote about an encounter my hypnosis, I have found myself talking
wite Pauline and 1 had when we flew not to them but, through them, to
o Arizona for the World UFO their abductors. Here is an account of
Conference in 1991, one bizarre question-and-answer ses-

{ was delivering a lecture about my  sion I had with an alien abductor:
investigations into a South African My subject was describing her
Air Foree tighter plane shootingdown  abduction when her voice became
a UFO over the Kalahari desert in high-pitched. I knew I was talking
May 1989. Sources had told me the directly to her abductor but the police- |
craft and its occupants had been man in me made me ask: “How can I
transported to a USAF base. be speaking to you now when her last
Pauline and I were sitting in the abduction was several weeks ago?"

Iounge of the Holiday Inn with four

w0
£
=
o
=
w

Tony Dodd
was warned
by two men
keep quiet
visitors from
outer space.
But then
they sent
him gifts of
detailed
survey maps
of Mars and
Venus

in black to
about

friends, all UFO experts, when two HE voice replied: “You do
men asked if they could join us. My US not understand the nature
iriends immediately left: they knew of things. Time is only
who these two. dark-suited men were something devised by
and I guessed they were CIA agents. humanity to create an
I'he niee nne did all the talking while organised society but. in
the other sat in silence. never taking truth, time does not exist.” There was Afe moowy me ad iDL
his eves off me: “Be extremely careful  an air of condescension to the voice.| == =% o8 ES-FTE 5B —“ZTgEe
with what vou are doing.”  was told.  replied: “What gives _\Hm the right to c sEcE JEEET _i P E2SEHE
“We can stop vou if we want to.” take people without their knowledze | £—>% zz:zwc 3T ZEQay
! thanked God for my pelice train-  and do these things to them?” ) ‘_‘_%E = % e =28 E 22 LE
i ing and refused o see their air of “We have every right.” said rhe | © Vg $E=Z S38wE® Z¥gy ﬁg;g £
| menace as anvthing more than a ploy.  voice. "Do vou not do things to your Q Q £cE£8 <SSEE R ooe Se o
" Then the nice one offered to show me  lower animals?” GE5°> ZZE-2 PEZS gé"% 2
the desert. Not wanting to show any I asked if they were responsible for Tootg sgoRbLd _:fé 2oaE Eg
crack in mv defence, [ agreed to meet  the strange machines we saw in our h i o 5% TEogz ;c ;@‘3 =3
them the next morning. skies. But the voice warned that some | o R ==l 5~ ; =5 é" e
Pauline insisted on going with me.  belonged to other entities which were| =%a " g S £S5 338 lb:n“j; i s B
e were shown to a 4WD vehicle not friendly When the abductee ame{ “ CRPZE s BERS. o2ES8E87
bristiing with aerials. Once we were  round from the hypnosis, she hal no: 31:5 2= EESL o OE o%'ﬁ: E 2’53’,-,3 =
completely clear of civilisation, the memory of the conversation. ) : & Gt ES£EERE2TEENe o LwE
nice one spoke: “1 want to tell you This direct contact did not surpnse ZO88IC2ES =83 L =
tgaun, Just in case vou didn’t under- me as I had experienced my owntle- c 28 cECE3ay £ oL a3 22w
-tand. Things you are telling people pathic communication. [ coulditill : ;_':nf-' £5S E =N g_'_:";&ﬁg<ﬂ g 2=
e not for public knowledge. We can  enter into dialogue with aliens tday a = E-Zfcg BS2Ef S SsS3 @
Vol wherever vou are.” but I no longer feel the need lm sthd | “
Dev drove us back to tne hotel ana - cold nmights in my car on the dor | Q 2% EsE fEsdd =g = G
(s they dropped us off Mr Nice said:  waiting to see UFOs. ' w = o == E; g% 7 == g £
“We like vou both. vou are good peo- ) ) ) | & a3 :% STES $Ec ﬁ 28
pie. But please be careful.” Then he @ To buv Alien investigatoritp _ L2 z5£ EE%« £ = 2 @ B’Eg
isked me. rather bizarrely, if T would  £16.99). for £12.99 plus 99p p&p, d a | @= For 222% 255 Zedg
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-. Bookseller’s Eye

Guru_u

|

'Michael Knight
‘on the books to

' change mind,
‘body and spirit

g&*«% ccasionally while out
. shopping I get
accosted by a cult
member. Typically a
tense and unhappy looking
acolyte tells me of the great joy
| he found and I could find by
reading some shoddily pro-
| duced pamphlet. I don’t buy
one mainly because it doesn’t
look very attractive, but also
because I'm secretly afraid it
may indeed prove a life-chang-
ing revelation and I'll spend the
| rest of my life standing in sub-
! urban shopping centres dressed
| head to toe in orange, being
laughed at by eight-year-olds.
Enlightenment, however,
| need not be so embarrassing to
come by. All you need to do is
walk into any bookshop and
head for Mind, Body &, Spirit. .
| MBS. as itis known, is the
| fastest growing section in our
shop and, as the catch-all name
suggests, it covers the full spec-
trum of spiritual phenomena
(astrology, numerology, telepa-
thy, UFOlogy etc) and an
equally wide range of quality,
from acknowledged classics
such as Gibran’s The Prophet
(Vintage, £8.99) and Sogyal
Rinpoche’s Tibetan Book of Liv-
iag and Dying (Rider, £7.99), to
books written by the sort of
people William Shatner needs
restraining orders against. If
they have a unifying characteris-
tic it is an accessibility and
‘nformality not found in tradi-
tional religion. This is typified
by Neale Donald Walsch's Con-
versations with God (Hodder,
£7.99), in which God is por-
trayed as just an ordinary guy
vou can ring up any time for a
chat, although he’ll probably
keep you on hold for an eternity.
The blockbuster of these
quasi-religious tomes is James
Redfield’s Celestine Prophecy
(Bantam, £7.99), though for the
! full Celestine experience you
must read the three follow-ups
which lead to the latest Celestine
Vision (Oracle, £7.99), proving
that enlightenment is always
lucrativelv elusive.

l There has long been a fasci-
| nation with all things Indian in
| MBS. Deepak Chopra who
beams beatifically at you from a
stream of self-improvement
guides such as The Seven Spiri-
tual Laws of Success
(Transworld, £9.99) is the
archetypal pop guru, but
recently attention has moved to
China and Lillian Too, whose
Feng Shui titles such as The Lit-
tle Book of Feng Shui (Penguin,
£1.99) have been cluttering up
the bestseller lists.
. Feng Shui in turn is being
shoved aside by an influx of
books on alien visitors to
ancient cultures. Graham Han-
cock’s Heaven's Mirror
(Michael Joseph £20) and
Robert Temple’s Sirius Mystery
(Arrow, £7.99) advance vari-
ants of the theory first
expounded by Erich Von
Daniken and Earth, Wind &
Fire that Egyptian, Mayan and
Khmer civilisations were
guided by aliens.

Whether or not you believe
their arguments, they are at
least well researched and
coherently argued, which is not
always the case in UFOlogy.
| There are literally hundreds of
books on UFO encounters,
Boswell and related govern-
ment cover-ups whose authors
boast an impressive array of let-
ters after their names but
whose qualifications, on closer
inspection, often come from the
kind of universities that give
their address as a PO box in
Alabama and offer BA(Hons)
degrees in book learnin’. For
libel reasons I can’t name them
but I can say that Timothy
Good’s Alien Base (Arrow,
£6.99) and Mike Dash’s Bor-
derlands (Arrow, £6.99) are
two of the more reputable titles.

All of which shows there's a
thin line between an open mind
and gullibility, but who am I to
judge?In the great free festival
of MBS all ideas are welcome
and everyone has their place
including, over in the lost chil-
dren’s tent, Julian Cope, whose
Modern Antiquarian (Harper-
Collins, £29.99), a meticu-
lously researched and beauti-
fully presented guide to the
pagan sites of Britain, is prov-
ing to be a modern MBS classic.

KENTISH EXPRESS (ASHFORD)
27 MAY 99
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Were UFO
lights over
the town?

COULD flashing lights in the sky have been a
UFO over Ashford?

That is the question Michael Clark is hoping
townsfolk can help him answer.

Mr Clark, from Beckenham, was staying with
friends in Godinton Park during the May Day
Bank Holiday weekend.

At 12.20am, on May 4, he was smoking a ciga-
rette in their garden, a mile to the east of the
N}I{ZO. when he noticed a bright light high in the
sky.

He said: “At first, I thought it was a planet, or
an aircraft, but as I watched over the space of
two minutes, more lights appeared. until there
were 10 in a triangle formation.

“The first one was dark yellow but, as more
lights appeared, they changed to bright orange.”
The lights, travelling from east to west, flashed
on and off before seeming to merge and disap-
pear.

Mr Clark is keen to hear from anyone who spot-
ted the lights, or can explain what they might be.
Contact him through the Kentish Express, on

Michael Knight is fiction buyer at
Waterstone's Islington. London.

01233 623232.
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